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Andy continues, ñIt was so encouraging visiting a number 
of schools, seeing them up and running again.  Yes, lots 
of them are meeting under tarps, in tents, or out in the 
open beneath the shade of a tree.  At least the children 
are able to continue their education!   
 
Of course, the first 
day of school was 
tough on everyone.  
Many of the schools 
are under-staffed, 
having lost teachers 
to the earthquake.  
A teacher was tell-
ing me how the 
students arrived, all 
excited and hyper 
to get going again.  
This mood was im-
mediately squelched, as they noticed a number of their 
classmates missing and understood they werenôt ever 
coming back.ò 

  
The EI/OEBB program contin-
ues full steam ahead.  The 
initial stage ï earthquake re-
sponse ï has been phased 
into getting the schools func-
tional and the students with at 
least 3 school meals/week.  
Now, demolition and re-
construction are underway for 

schools, churches, and individual homes.  Andy Atkins 
[on the N. American end] and Pastor Martinez Jovin [on 
the Haiti end] continue to oversee this large endeavour: 
your thoughts, prayers, involvement with them and the 
rest of the Haiti Earthquake Relief team are much valued 
and appreciated. 

*video available at www.eicanada.org 

Andy AtkinsðEIôs International Directorðreturned May 5, 
2010 from a week in Port-au-Prince, as well as a day in 
Marbial.  After four months, Haiti has accepted its new 
existence post-earthquake.  Adjustments have been 
made to incorporate the immediate fall-out from the ca-
tastrophe.  People have hunkered down with their new 
realities, making the best of the situation.   
 
Andy reports, ñI noticed a young man in an immaculate, 
wrinkle-free three-piece suit, matched with a military-
grade shine on his shoes, step out of his tent and head 
off to church down a muddy path.  Another man set up a 
barber chair under a pole frame and two pieces of metal 
roofing, conducting his hair cutting business on top of the 
2 storey-high pile of ruins of a former grocery store.  On 
one city street, cars politely skirt around a broken water 
main, now a new community gathering point for scores of 
women washing their familyôs clothes.ò 
 
Andyôs assessment is, ñIôd say the immediate response to 
the earthquake is pretty much over.  Survivors have re-
ceived medical attention, families are getting food and 
water, and almost everyone needing temporary housing 
has a tent or tarp over their head.ò 

 
ñThe big thing 
you notice is a 
frenzy of activ-
ity related to 
demolition. 
Sometimes itôs 
a lone man 
hack-sawing 
bent rebar on 
his own home.  
Other buildings 

have a whole demolition team attacking the destroyed 
building and throwing the rubble into the streets.  A gov-
ernment sponsored program has trucks picking up the 
rubble and dumping it in empty fields.  Of course, it canôt 
keep up with all the debris in the streets, but progress is 
being made.ò 
 
Upon reaching Marbial [in the mountains above Jacmel], 
Andy was amazed.  ñI was stunned to see the progress 
on the secondary school.  About a month ago, when we 
did the filming*, the crumbled school was still there.  
Since then, the church and community cleaned out the 
mess right down to the floor and foundation!  Once the 
engineers get their drawings done for the new school and 
complete a materials list, we can begin the new schoolò    


